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[bookmark: _GoBack]RESEARCH PAPER INSTRUCTIONS
The student will write a 3,000-word, research-based paper in current APA format that focuses on his/her topic, which will be selected from a provided list of textbooks. The paper must include at least 20 references in addition to the course textbooks and the Bible. This paper will be due in the following stages:
1. Proposal: This assignment will include at least the presentation of the thesis being argued, limitations of the study, general progression of the argument, and a bibliography containing the primary sources that will shape the argument.
2. Draft: This assignment is intended to be the student’s best effort on a completed research paper.
3. Final Submission: This assignment will include requested edits and other finishing touches (such as the title page, etc.).
Students may choose any topic for this research paper that is covered in any of the following 3 textbooks:
1. Anthony, Michael J., and Warren S. Benson. Exploring the History and Philosophy of Christian Education: Principles for the 21st Century.
2. Estep Jr., James R., and Michael J. Anthony, and Gregg R. Allison. A Theology for Christian Education.
3. Knight, George R., Philosophy and Education: An Introduction in Christian Perspective.
Important: This is not a research paper simply designed to rehash and report on the information you found in various books and articles. Students at the doctoral level are expected to design a well-developed thesis argument that is introduced and woven throughout the paper. For help with what this looks like, it would be wise for the student to review either (or both) of the recommended texts in the syllabus:
1. Kibbe, Michael. From Topic to Thesis: A Guide to Theological Research.
2. Weston, Anthony. A Rulebook for Arguments (Hackett Student Handbooks).
Also Important: 3,000 words is not a lot of space to craft a research-based argument. Careful attention should be given to the scope of the topic. One could make the mistake of being too broad thus losing the ability to present a clear and concise argument due to superfluous information or being too narrow (causing the opposite but equally devastating problem). But it is better to begin with a broader topic and then to narrow your focus from there.


Research Paper Proposal is due by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday of Module/Week 2.
Research Paper Draft is due by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday of Module/Week 5.
Research Paper Final Submission is due by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday of Module/Week 7.
